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REMINISCENCES 

OF 

DISTINGUISHED  MEN 

OF 

ESSEX  COUNTY, 


COMMUNICATED  BT  KOX.  NaTHAN  CROSBY,  LL.D. 


'  [Read  before  The  Essex  Institute,  April  19,  18S0.) 

Tins  paper  is  prepared  to  avrMken  grateful  recollections 
of  the  County  of  Essex  and  of  her  men.  The  County  is 
a  precious  spot  of  earth  in  our  Commonwealth.  Of  all 
localities  under  our  fla^x  this  county  commenced  and  has- 
maintained  a  preeminent  liistory.  She  is  our  Mecca  and 
Anlioch;  our  national  birthphice  and  our  christenings 
Other  places,  south  and  nortli  of  Essex,  received  col- 
onists of  less  force  and  activit}',  less  harmony  and  prog- 
ress, having  had  only  a  name  to  live,  while  the  immigrants 
of  Essex,  having  profited  by  tlie  faihires  of  earlier  col- 
onists, guarded  themselves  against  the  too  strong  mix- 
ture of  church  and  state  —  old  ideas  and  customs — with 
the  struirglini;'  principles  of  freedom,  as  the  Virginia 
Colony  manifested,  as  well  as  against  the  weakness  and 
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trials  of  thf;  Pilgrinis  from  want  of  l)aiikei's  or  friends  at 
Le3'den  and  elsewhere  to  comfort  mul  sustain  them. 

The  years  benveen  the  ^layflower,  Abigail  and  Ara- 
bella, gave  time  and  op})ortunity  to  form  and  mature 
plans  of  sccurit}^  against  the  misfortunes  of  earlier  immi- 
gi'ants  and  their  want  of  success,  by  bringing  ample 
means  of  successful  results.  But  God's  time  liad  arrived 
to  ans^ver,  iinmlstaka>jly,  the  prayers  of  the  oppressed. 
The  great  avrakening  among  the  Xonconformists,  Separa- 
tists and  Puritans  had  reached  men  and  women  of  rank, 
statesmen,  artisans,  men  of  wealth  and  culture,  who  be- 
lieved greater  freedom  in  faith  and  civil  government  could 
be  established  in  the  wilderness  where  the  Pilgrims  had 
found  a  home,  and  who  were  willing  to  imperil  life  and 
social  comforts  to  settle  the  controversy  of  a  century,  be- 
tween church  and  state  on  the  one  side,  and  the  people  on 
the  other,  claiming  deliverance  from  oppressions  of  both 
church  and  state.    Great  men  for  great  occasions,  and 

on-eat  occasions  produce  ijrcat  men.  The  home  com- 
es i 

plaints  and  pressure  had  become  too  strong  to  be  longer 
resis  ted.  The  king  granted  more  liberal  charters,  and 
royal  concessions  were  made,  as  if  he  were  glad  to  buy 
quiet  at  home.  Forms  of  governments  were  marked  out 
in  the  charters,  and  while  the  king  granted  his  lands  here, 
he  reserved  scarce  anything  but  allegiance  of  the  emi- 
grants. A\'ealth,  rank,  culture,  strong  arms  and  brave 
hearts  now  brought  the  germ,  the  vital  spark,  the  varied 
theories  of  freedom  and  institutions  for  cultivation  and 
growth  where  bisliop  and  king  could  not  suppress  them. 
It  is  enougli  for  my  present  purpose  to  say  the  men  of  liie 
Abigail,  Arabella  and  other  inmiigrants  all  along  the  Es- 
sex coast,  were  chosen  men,  cuJilvated  men  —  men  who 
did  well  understand  the  high  and  holy  duties  of  making 
their  theories  living  and  practical  principles — the  ground- 
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Avork  and  siiperst^n^ctnro  of  a  government  of  men,  by 
men  and  for  men,  equal  before  the  law,  and  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  They  vv-ere  statesmen  and  divines, 
and  men  who  were  learned  in  all  knowledge  of  the  arts, 
sciences,  mechanism,  and  business  of  their  tim.es,  men  of 
the  different  tiades,  and  able  at  once  to  survey  lands, 
lay  out  roads,  baiid  bridges,  dams  and  miUs,  to  l)uikl 
houses  and  fishing  smacks,  to  introduce  hsheries  and  com- 
merce. They  had  fall  and  exact  experience  in  all  the 
arts  of  life  applicable  to  their  condition,  and  only  lacked 
'knowledge  of  the  climate,  the  soil  they  v^ere  to  cultivate, 
and  the  means  of  removing  the  beasts  of  the  forest  and 
the  red  men  whose  lands  they  must  now  clear  and  culti- 
vate. 

My  point  is,  that  those  Essex  men  were  superior  in 
intelligence,  in  wealth  and  force,  to  all  subsequent  colo- 
nists, who  were,  too  frequently,  mere  adventurers  and 
sometimes  renegades.  Those  Essex  men  possessed  such 
mental  force,  such  physical  energy,  such  righteousness 
and  social  culture,  that  you  may  trace  their  lineaments 
of  character  from  generation  to  generation  all  over  the 
country  to  this  day,  and  even  in  tlie  towns  back  in  New 
Hampshire  whose  settlers  were  Essex  men.  You  may 
mark  their  great  general  scholarship,  their  quiet  digiiity 
of  character,  their  unostentatious  modes  of  doing  busi- 
ness, their  exceptional  carefulness  of  their  sufficient  in- 
comes and  their  personal  independence  in  supporting  the 
best  institutions  of  cultivated  society.  Had  their  eminent 
historian,  Prescott,  chosen  his  own  kith  and  kin  for  the 
display  of  historical  la1)ors  instead  of  the  Dutch,  :Mex- 
icans  or  Aztecs,  the  county,  the  country,  and  the  world, 
had  learned  more  of  the  origin,  progress,  tmd  the  results 
of  labors  and  wisdom,  the  wonderful  influence  of  these 
men  of  Essex,  than  will  be  known  or  appreciated  till 
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some  future  Listorian,  with  Preseott's  pen  and  persistent 
labor,  sliall  tell  tlie  wondrous  tule. 

It  was  here  the  first  real  triumphant  flag  of  "no  hisJiop, 
no  kinr/'  raised;  no  primogeniture,  no  aristocracies, 
titles,  tithes  or  legal  disabilities  proclaimed.  Here  the 
first  republican  government  was  inaugurated,  the  first 
ballot  cast,  the  first  cliurch,  first  school  and  fii'st  attempt 
to  found  a  college,  and  the  first  of  everything  that  wise 
men  of  free  thought  and  untrammelled  action  could  then 
invent.  The  great  consummation  had  arrived.  The  tree 
of  liberty  was  here  planted  whose  leaves  were  to  comfoi-t  * 
and  heal  the  nations,  the  fountain  from  which  streams  of 
freedom,  joy  and  peace  have  reached  the  ends  of  the 
earth  with  ameliorating  power  and  weakening  of  civil  and 
religious  oppressions.  Whenever  before,  in  the  history 
of  nations,  liberal  sentiments  and  progressive  freedom 
had  created  alarm  in  churcli  or  state,  cliurch  favors  or 
court  honors  were  successful  always  to  reconcile  leaders 
and  crush  followers  to  produce  submission.  In  our  own 
experiment  the  king  and  church,  too,  maintained  latent 
hold  upon  the  aflections  and  respect  of  govermnental  offi- 
cers and  ofiicial  dependents,  so  that,  at  the  crisis  of  our 
revolution  mvdlitudes  of  royalists  left  us,  and  of  the  pa- 
triots who  remained,  many  still  hoped  the  war  would  only 
enlarge  freedom  and  leave  the  king  still  to  smile  upon  us, 
and  the  church  to  remain  the  royal  road  to  heaven.  Let 
everlasting  honors  be  the  inheritance  of  the  men  of  that 
war  who  placed  our  institutions  beyond  the  influence  of 
court  seductions,  ecclesiastic  preferments,  bribery  or  mil- 
itary power.  Our  wilderness-distance,  and  the  infioxible 
purpose  of  our  wisest  patriots,  with  their  fear  and  hatred 
of  power,  saved  us,  and  our  success  has  liberalized  the 
nations,  so  that  taking  the  world  as  it  now  is,  Essex  is 
the  spot  of  all  others  to  receive  the  homage  and  the 
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glory  of  our  free  institution?  an']  of  the  gro^Y)^^g•  repub- 
licanism of  the  nations. 

But  let  us  recall  for  a  few  moments  some  of  the  early 
and  later  monuments  of  her  wondrous  works,  her  skill 
and  munificence,  her  fir-reaching  benevolence  and  phil- 
anthropy. Her  piety  planted  churches  in  all  her  settle- 
ments, with  clergymen  of  distinguished  learning  and 
trained  in  all  the  controversies  of  church  oppressions 
which  had  driven  them  hither.  Statesmen  who  bad  Ions: 
resisted  court  power  and  unequal  legislation  brought  their 
high  experience  to  the  new  counsels.  The  wives  of  the 
leading  men  were  also  persons  of  culture  and  zeal.  All 
others  were  select  and  chosen  for  their  various  positions 
in  the  enterprise,  and  were  far  superior  to  the  multitudes 
who  followed  during  the  century. 

The  extraordinary  intellectual  force  of  this  early  gener- 
ation lias  manifested  itself  in  their  descendants.  The  fact 
that  Salem  jrraduated  nearlv  four  hundred  sons  before 
1840,  and  that  Xewburyport,  too,  chiims  to  have  sent 
more  than  three  hundred  young  men  to  college  before 
1840,  is  proof  of  it  as  well  as  that  other  towns  in  the 
country,  though  less  in  number,  gave  sons  of  equal  schol- 
arship. 

This  county  glories  in  Dummer  Academy,  incorporated 
in  1750,  endowed  by  her  own  Gov.  Dummer,  whose 
scholars  in  great  numbers  have  tilled  the  high  places  in 
the  government,  in  the  professions,  in  the  sciences  and 
arts  of  our  history.  She  boasts  in  having  three  of  the 
earliest  and  best  arithmeticians  in  Pike,  Walch  and 
Greenleaf,  whose  books  made  scholars  and  brought  great 
credit  to  the  authors. 

And  here  I  must  not  fail  to  name  the  eminent  Dr. 
Nathaniel  Bowditch,  born  in  Salem,  pupil  of  :\lichael 
Wrilch,  who  toiled  years  as  a  shipmaster,  but  whose  astro- 
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nomical  calculations  and  matliematical  studies  carried  his 
investigations  from  ^Valeh  to  Legendre,  and  exposure  of 
errors  of  LaPlace,  liaving  translations,  commentaries, 
illustrations  and  discoveries  so  learned  and  triumphant  in 
those  most  sublime  fields  of  all  mental  powers,  his  name 
and  Mecanique  Celeste  are  inseparably  connected.  What 
country,  state,  nation  can  produce  his  equal? 

Here  appeared,  too,  most  eminent  mechanics  in  Per- 
kinSf  whose  inventions  gave  the  world  the  nail-cutting  and 
heading  of  nails  by  machinery,  and  the  engi'aved  plates 
for  money  bill-printing,  whose  genius  and  skill  found  a 
fair  field  only  in  London  ;  and  Palmer,  who  invented  the 
wooden  arched  bridge,  a  great  invention  in  his  day,  and 
who  built  bridges  over  the  ^Merrimack,  over  the  rivers  at 
Portsmouth,  ]S\  H.,  and  the  Schu}dkill  at  Philadelphia, 
whose  invention  gave  rise,  also,  to  the  iron-chain  bridge 
which  soon  followed.  The  academies  in  Bradford  (1784) , 
for  boys,  and  after,  for  young  ladies,  were  not  only  dis- 
ting-uished  for  being  early  in  the  field  of  education,  but 
for  their  high  character  and  great  usefulness.  The 
famous  Phillips •  Academy  (1778),  Andover,  the  The- 
ological Seminary,  the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  country, 
and  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Foreign 
Missions,  all  came  of  the  far-reaching  intelligence  and 
bounty  of  Essex  men. 

The  fisheries  commenced  with  the  first  efibrts  of  the 
immigrants,  and  abide  still  the  model  of  inflexible  enter- 
prise over  dangerous  seas  and  uncertain  results.  The 
commercial  men  of  Salem  and  Newbury  for  many  years 
threw  their  canvas  to  the  breeze  of  every  sea  and  opened 
successful  business  in  every  port  of  every  clime,  till  great 
wealth  rewarded  them  and  larger  shi[)s  required  wider 
and  deeper  bay  channels  for  their  accommodation.  The 
merchants  and  sea-captains  of  those  commercial  days  of 
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Essex  to^vns  were  intellectual,  courageous,  daring  and 
persistent,  distancing  for  a  period  all  competition,  and 
Avhose  reputation  for  probity,  skill,  ability  and  success 
makes  a  bright  page  in  our  commercial  history. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  name  Dal  ton,  Eand,  Bro^^Ti  and 
^A'illiam  Bartlett  among  the  merchants  of  Xewburypoit, 
and  in  Salem  theDerbys,  Higginson  and  William  Gray. 

It  is  difficult  to  name  the  learned  men  of  Essex ;  but  I 
ma}'  give  a  fe^y  names  for  proper  impression  for  my  pur- 
pose. Most  of  the  graduates  of  the  county  received 
degrees  at  Harvard,  and  Harvard  in  return  found  four  of 
her  presidents  (President  Elliott  being  one  of  them)  in 
the  county  and  many  professors  and  tutors.  The  county 
furnished  three  presidents  for  other  colleges  and  emi- 
nently learned  men — divines,  doctors  and  lawyers. 

In  NcAvburypoi-t  were  lawyers  of  such  renown  and 
brilliancy  that  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  John  Quincy  Adams, 
Robert  Treat  Paine,  Eufus  King  and  Governor  Gore  were 
among  their  students-at-law.  Her  judges  were  preemi- 
nent. The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  and  State 
coui-ts  liave  drawn  freely  upon  this  town  for  their  judges.  • 
Bradbury,  Gushing,  Dawes,  Lowell,  Sewall  and  Parsons 
were  men  of  distiniruished  abihtv. 

Probably  Parsons  bears  the  palm  of  all  the  judges  of 
the  country.  Story  says  of  him  :  "  Had  Parsons  lived 
in  England  we  should  have  seen  him  not  only  in  the  front 
rank  of  lawyers,  but  chief  justice  of  the  kingdom."  In 
this  class  of  men  I  need  only  to  add  the  names  of  Story, 
Dane,  Putnam,  Greenleaf,  Pickering,  Prescott  and  Salton- 
stall,  of  the  past,  and  Gray,  our  present  chief  justice, 
Lord  and  Endicott  justices,  to  give  some  idea  of  the  long 
line  of  men  of  the  law.  The  kite  Ira  Perley,  chief  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Xew  Hampshire ;  Ward  Chip- 
man  and  son,  the  father  a  justice  and  son  a  chief  justice 
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of  Halifux,  Xova  Scotia,  were  born  here.  Here,  too, 
Old  Pul"  (Gen.  Putnam)  and  General  Poor  of  revo- 
lutionary memory  were  born,  as  also  one  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  another  whose  fomily  origi- 
nated here,  and  one  Senator  in  the  First  Congress. 

But  I  forbear.  Time  and  paper  would  both  fail  me  to 
call  up  all  the  eminent  men  of  this  county,  in  church  and 
state,  in  the  professions,  and  even  common  walks  of  hfe  ; 
and  if  practicable  to  inquire,  we  could  lind  eminent  men 
all  over  the  country  whose  ancestry  would  be  found  in 
this  county.  It  is  enough  now  to  name  Daniel  Webster, 
Chief  Justice  Chase  and  Governor  Plummer  of  New 
Hampshire. 

But  I  must  not  omit  the  sea-captains  and  princely  mer- 
chants of  Salem  who  brought  home  from  all  countries  and 
climes  curiosities  in  natural  historv  and  the  arts  and  ijath- 
ered  them  into  rooms  of  the  East  India  ]Marine  Company, 
formed  by  them,  which  enabled  the  people  to  pride  them- 
selves for  years  in  possessing  the  finest  and  most  interest- 
ing museum  in  the  land.  The  intellectual  culture  of  the 
professional  and  business  men  of  the  present  day  is  only 
a  proud  exhibition  of  the  taste  and  culture  of  their  prede- 
cessors. The  people  of  Salem  exhibit  a  marked  example 
of  the  high  character  which  legitimately  comes  from  the 
institutions  of  the  freedom  their  distinguished  forefathers 
introduced.  Her  institutions  to  advance  intellectual  cul- 
ture and  the  highest  civilization,  her  literary  and  scieiitilic 
men,  are  a  gi-eat  honor  to  their  country  and  a  great  credit 
to  themselves. 

Having  thus  far  called  attention  to  the  historic  character 
of  the  county  and  men  down  to  the  men  of  our  time,  I 
propose  to  bring  to  your  notice  numerous  persons  whose 
births  were  in  this  county  within  half  a  dozen  years  the 
one  side  or  the  other  of  the  year  1800. 
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I  came  into  the  county  to  practice  my  profession  in 
182(5,  just  as  the  cJass  of  men  I  shall  name  to  you  were 
^entering  upon  their  chosen  duties  of  life,    I^Iost  of  them 
.jare  remarkable  in  their  individuality,  but  collectively 
i   »lhey  form  a  group  of  uneqiinlled  distinction, 
;        I  regard  myself  to  ha^'e  been  fortimate  and  ennol)led 
by  my  residence  in  Essex  county  a  dozen  years,  at  the 
.     time  of  the  opening  business  life  of  the  men  I  shall  pre- 
i    ^sent  to  3'ou  in  this  paper,  and  of  others  that  my  memory 
■!or  want  of  acquaintance  may  cause  me  to  omit.    Some  were 
.  imy  intimate  friends,  others  pleasant  acquaintances  and 
p  still  others  known  only  by  reputation.    My  reminiscences 
of  them  and  of  the  people  of  the  time,  and  of  their  social 
and  public  institutions  are  a  great  pleasure  to  me  in  every 
review  of  my  past  life.    Starting  with  them,  a  stranger, 
at  the  end  of  more  than  half  a  century,  I  hope  to  interest 
you  in  my  very  imperfect  pen-pictures  of  the  group. 

CnOATE  GUSHING  RANTOUIi. 

There  are  three  persons,  however,  of  such  marked 
similarity  in  birth,  family  position,  education,  profes- 
sional attainments  and  public  admiration,  that  I  may  well 
submit  them  in  parallel  lines,  somewhat  as  a  surprise  at 
j     the  coincidences,  as  well  as  at  their  distinguished  cleva- 
■     lion  of  character.    I  refer  to  Hon.  Enfus  Choate,  lion, 
i     Caleb  Gushing  and   Hon.  Robert  Rantoul,  Jr.  Born 
within  a  few  miles  of  each  other,  Choate  in  1799,  Cush- 
in^^  in  1800  and  Eaiitoul  m  1^05,  of  parents  of  about 
equal  condition  and  position  in  society,  with  ready  funds 
■  only  to  supply  the  absolute  demands  of  academic  prepa- 
ration for  the  lawyers  profession,  leaving  the  young  men 
to  look  to  their  profession  for  life's  support. 

It  is  to  be  recollected  that  elementary  school  books 
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were  ihcn  few  arid  q^-iite  inadequate,  that  teachers  were 
prepared  upon  old  English  models  mainly,  and  college 
curricida  were  far  'oolow  present  reqniremeuts.    And  yetf.-^ 
these  young  men,  by  dint  of  personal  industry  and  talent,'.  1 
left  college  M'itli  such  culture  that  they  readily  pursued  J 
their  professional  studies  and  early  reached  eminence.-  1 
Let  me  be  more  particiilar,  for  I  have  in  hand  the  threi 
most  extraordinary  young  men  of  the  distinguished  grou] 
I  am  to  present  to  you,  and  of  all  the  young  men  of  that  ] 
period  of  eminent  men.  |  I 

In  the  first  place  they  entered  college  at  the  commence-'-.  \ 
ment  of  a  revived  of  letters  in  the  country,  or  perhaps  I  \^ 
should  rathei  say  of  the  groiolh  of  mental  culture  among  us, 
such  as  had  never  been  known  in  any  Lmd  among  any  peo- 
ple.   Freedom,  the  revolution,  plan  and  formation  of  con- 
stitutions, had  increased  intellectual  power,  and  the  pros- 
perity w^hich  folio v,'ed  to  the  war  of  1812,  and  to 
second  peace,  had  prepared  the  people  to  turn  their 
thoughts  to  education  and  benevolence.    New  school- 
books  appeared,  newspapers  multiplied,  l3^ceums  v^-ere 
opened,   lectures   were   introduced,   associations  were 
formed  to  establish  libraries,  a  society  for  the  "Diffusion 
of  Useful  Knowledge"  was  formed  by  cultivated  and 
eminent  men  of  Boston.    Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Everett  and 
Judge  Story  delivered  lectures  before  the  ^Mechanic  Char- 
itable Association  ;  the  Board  of  Education  was  organized 
by  statute.    From  1820  to  1835  the  whole  popuhition 
was  stirred  to  the  great  claim  of  learning  and  all  the 
varied  operations  of  benevolence,  in  establishing  mission^, 
endowing  schools  and  colleges,  in  opening  asylums  for  the 
blind,  the  insane,  the  sick  and  the  poor,  to  delivering  the 
oppressed   and  removing   intemperance.    Those  young 
men  were  thrown  into  the  midst  of  this  great  uprising  of 
the  people  and  were  lloated  along  through  their  days  of 


study  and  early  professional  labors,  quiclrened  and  ex- 
cited by  the  uniyersal  intellectual  progress.  Of  their 
preparatory  studies  for  college  I  have  very  few  facts. 
Mr,  Choate,  it  is  said,  l)egan  his  preparation  for  college 
under  the  teaching  of  the  village  doctor  and  a  clergy- 
man or  two,  and  then  linislied  at  Hampton  Academy, 
Mr.  Choate  is  said  to  have  road  all  the  books  within  his 
reach,  beginning  witli  Pilgrims'  Progress  and  such  bor- 
rowed books,  AVilson-like  in  bon'owing,  as  the  minister 
or  small  library  at  Hampton  could  furnish. 

iNIr.  Gushing  was  fitted  by  good  old  ]Master  Walch,  a 
thorough  teacher  and  disciplinarian,  and  Mr.  Eantoul  was 
sent  to  Phillips  Academy  at  Andovcr,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  fond  of  reading  ]Mrs.  Baibauld,  Hannah  More,  and 
earlier,  perhaps,  the  x^ew  England  Primer.  Choate 
graduated  with  great  distinction,  receiving  the  honors  of 
his  class,  in  which  were  distinguished  scholars.  Mr. 
Gushing  and  all  others  in  hib  class  yielded  cheerfully  the 
honors  of  the  class  to  ]\Ir.  Francis  G.  Winthrop,  brother 
of  our  distinguished  Hon.  Pobert  G.  Winthrop.  But 
JNIr.  Gushing  and  Mr.  Bancroft,  our  eminent  historian, 
strove  assiduously  and  openly  all  the  years  of  college 
life  for  the  second  position  Avith  such  even  claim  and  dis- 
tinction that  the  fiiculty  awarded  them  equal  honors. 
i\Ir.  Rantoul  cared  less  for  the  prescri])ed  curriculum  and 
more  for  miscellaneous  reading  and  oratorical  acquisitions. 
Brilliant,  literary,  elastic,  sportive,  oratorical,  he  was 
made  class  poet,  and  had  the  influence  to  form  a  college 
literary  society,  which  still  exists.  Gushing  graduated  at 
Harvard  at  the  age  of  seventeen ;  Choate  at  Dartmouth, 
in  1819,  at  the  age  of  twenty;  and  Eantoul  at  Harvard, 
in  1826,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Choate  and  Gushing 
remained  as  tutors,  at  $400  and  $000,  one  year  Ijcfore 
entering  upon  their  professional  studies,  but  Rantoul  at 
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once  commenced  to  read  law  with  ]Mr.  Saltonstall  of 
Salem  and  the  learned  John  Pickering.  ]Mr.  Gushing  at- 
tended the  law  school  in  Cambridge,  and  read  also  in 
the  office  of  Hon.  Eben  Moselej^  of  Xewburyport.  ]Mr. 
Choate  went  also  to  the  law  school,  and  spent  one  year 
in  the  office  of  the  distinguished  Mr.  Wirt,  in  Washing- 
ton, as  also  in  the  office  of  Judge  Cummings  in  Salem. 
We  can  have  no  doubt  of  their  dilis^ence  and  success  in 
mastering  the  great  principles  and  doctrines  of  the  law 
in  the  great  divisions  of  common  law,  equity  and  plead- 
ings, for  they  soon  won  high  places  in  the  profession  and 
received  the  contidence  and  plaudits  of  clients,  friends 
and  of  the  public.  But  we  do  not  find  any  especial 
opportunities  in  the  study  of  the  law.  Bold  and  self- 
reliant,  they  soon  marched  to  the  head  of  the  bar  in 
Essex,  and  found  courts  elsewhere  with  highest  reward 
and  honors.  Mr.  Gushing  very  early  managed  the  defence 
in  a  capital  trial  for  arson,  and  ]Mr.  Rantoul  was  associated 
by  special  privilege  with  Hon.  Franklin  Dexter  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  Knapps  for  the  murder  of  ]Mr.  White,  ^vhen 
with  great  difficulty  '^h\  Webster  was  allowed  to  assist 
the  attorney-general  and  ]Mr.  Ghoate  for  the  Gommon- 
w^ealth. 

I  have  other  coincidences  to  give  you  of  these  young 
lawyers,  of  value  in  accounting  for  tlieir  remarkable  suc- 
cess. They  were  very  handsome — an  important  fact  and 
element  in  a  successful  advocate  and  public  speaker. 
Each  had  marked  characteristics,  though  in  many  respects 
very  like.  They  were  erect,  slender  and  al)Ove  medium 
height.  Well-formed  models  of  a  physical  development, 
and  without  fault  in  structure,  they  Avere  ebistic,  vigor- 
ous, athletic,  with  abundant  voice  and  crisp  enunciation  ; 
in  fact,  not  an  element  of  power  and  impression  was  want- 
in^^  for  hi^'h  oratorical  and  o-iaceful  eloquence. 
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^Ir.  Choate  wa3  larger  than  ^Nlr.  Cusliing,  and  Avas  fast- 
ened loosely  at  his  johits,  Avhile  Mr.  Gushing  was  com- 
pactly and  tightly  built.  Eantoul  was  the  tallest  —  spare, 
erect,  and  with  the  air  of  neiwous  readiness  for  action. 
Choate  was  naturally  easy  and  quiet,  but  readily  shook 
himself  Avith  excitement,  even  in  his  small  trials,  while 
Gushing  Avas  calm,  precise,  careful,  prompt.  Eantoul  Avas 
w^atchfid,  restless,  and  impatient  as  a  race-horse.  Mr. 
Ghoate's  voice  was  naturally  melloA\'  and  \^ery  agreeable, 
holding  the  line  of  bass  upon  the  gamut.  Mr.  Gushing  s 
AA'as  keyed  upon  the  baritone,  and  Rantoul's  upon  a  sil- 
very, beautiful  tenor.  All  had  great  poAver  of  modula- 
tion, expansion,  A'olubility,  and  even  nervousness  of  voice. 
Ghoate  had  a  large  supply  of  black,  curly  hair,  ahvays  in 
a  snarl  of  confusion,  shading  enchanting  eyes,  Gushing's 
face,  eyes  and  forehead,  Avitli  a  tAvinkling  smile  at  the 
corners  of  the  lip,  though  difficult  of  specific  description, 
gave  full  and  delightful  impression  of  great  poAvers  and 
amia])ility.  Mr.  Eantoul  had  large,  brilliant  black  eyes 
and  a  magnificent  forehead,  giving  him  eminent  spright- 
liness  as  Avell  as  dignity  of  character.  These  men  Avere 
perfectly  made  for  public  speakers  and  oratorical  poAver, 
made  upon  those  harmonies  of  physical  beauty  and  culture, 
muscular  power  and  action,  mental  activities  and  re- 
sources, A^oice-utterance  and  braver}^  Avhich  must  meet  in 
the  make-up  of  the  distinguished  orator.  IMr.  AVebster 
possessed  all  the  remarkable  characteristics  of  the  gTcat 
orator.  Had  he  had  a  small  head  upon  his  magnificent 
shoulders,  or  gi*ay  eyes  under  his  majestic  broAV,  a 
squeaking  voice,  stanunering  tongue,  or  even  boAv  legs, 
Ave  had  had  no  Daniel  ^Vebster.  Such  elements  of  ora- 
torical poAver  and  address  Avere  harmoniously  blended  in 
Eev.  Dr.  Pierpont,  Hon.  Franklin  Dexter,  :\rr.  Everett, 
Mr.  Kirk  and  Mr.  Sumner  of  the  past,  and  in  Hon.  E,  G. 
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Wintlirop,  Wendell  Phillips  and  Jolm  B.  Gougli,  still 
livino:. 

In  the  use  and  exhi1)ition  of  their  po^'ers  they  were 
quite  unlike.  Before  a  jury  or  public  assembly,  Mr. 
Choate  never  failed  to  awaken  the  liveliest  interest  of 
court,  jury  and  people  by  his  great  muscular  activities; 
drawing  upon  every  muscle  in  body,  arms  and  face ; 
walking  before  the  panel  or  upon  the  platform,  throwing 
off  his  words  and  sentences  in  a  stream  of  figures,  illus- 
trations, innuendoes  and  whatever  else  language  could 
supply.  He  followed  no  New  England  model,  having, 
perhaps,  brought  back  from  his  studies  in  AYashington, 
the  impress  of  some  brilliant  hiwyer  or  enthusiastic  mem- 
ber of  Congress  he  had  often  heard.  He  interested  and 
charmed  everybody,  and  everywhere,  and  upon  all  oc- 
casions. 

jMr.  Gushing  was  always  exact  in  arrangement  of 
thouglits,  argument,  illustration ;  using  such  carefully- 
constructed  sentences  and  precise  enunciation  as  if  speak- 
ing memoriter^  when  every  connna  was  observed,  every 
"t"  crossed  and  "i"  dotted,  and  would  close  when  his 
brief  was  exhausted.  His  one  gesture  of  the  extended 
right  arm  and  projected  forefniger,  gave  the  precise 
thought  its  point  and  force,  and  kept  the  court,  jury  or 
auditory  full  of  interest  and  admiration.  He  possessed 
o-reat  influence  over  the  court,  l)ut  Choate  would  run  away 
with  the  jury  ;  and  hence  the  anecdote  lately  given  to 
the  public,  that  l)oth  gentlemen  arranged  a  delay  of  a 
case  over  night  for  argument,  that  Choate  might  prepare 
to  answer  Cushing's  law,  and  Cushing  to  rel»ut  Choate's 
points  to  the  jury.  This  fear  of  each  other  gave  inten- 
sity to  their  efforts,  and  when  friends  iuk1  admirers  were 
sure  Greek  ^vas  thus  to  meet  Greek,  they  would  gather 
in  to  see  the  fray  and  watch  anxiously  for  the  victory. 
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Rantoiil's  oratorical '^Z%/f^^y  (and  tliat  is  the  right  term 
for  it)  was  natural,  unstudied  and  irrepressible.  "  Choate 
and  Gushing  Avould  indicate  a  chosen  modus  opemiuli  best 
suited  to  the  taste,  humor  and  power  of  each,  but  Ran- 
toul  dashed  on,  allowing  the  occasion  and  thought  to  stir 
action  and  expression  at  their  own  instant  dictation. 
His  pathos  and  action  under  his  clarion  voice,  sparkling 
eye,  and  intense,  nervous  energy,  vrould  so  electrify  an 
audience  that  no  one  criticised  a  slip  in  rhetoric  or  exu- 
berant gesture.  It  is  said,  when  Rantoul  was  arguing  the 
great  Rhode  Island  case,  ]\Ir.  Webster  clapped  his  hands 
in  a  rapturous  applause  of  the  cultivated  auditory.  Mr. 
Robinson,  known  as  ''Warrington,"  says  in  his  Pen  Por- 
traits, that  "Mr.  Rantoul,  beyond  all  question,  was  the 
ablest  man  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Xew  England,  and 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Webster  the  ablest  man  of 
any  party.  As  a  debater,  he  had  few  if  any  equals  in 
the  whole  country." 

Mr.  Choate  is  reported  to  have  said  "while  some 
scholars  may  acquire  knowledge  with  great  ease  and 
rapidity,  he  could  say  he  had  to  dig  for  his."  In  the 
matter  of  cultivating  his  voice  I  can  testify  to  his  great 
diligence.  I  roomed  over  him,  near  the  close  of  my 
college  life,  and  know  his  self-training  was  persistent. 
He  would  read  and  rehearse  Latin  and  Greek  till  his 
voice  would  touch  the  right  inflection,  till  the  sound 
would  please  the  ear  and  touch  tlie  heart.  He  Avould 
talk,  declaim  aloud  as  if  personal  criticism  should  perfect 
an  utterance  equal  to  any  varied  call  for  its  power.  I  am 
told,  too,  by  the  early  neigh])or  of  Mr.  Gushing,  that  he 
would  talk,  gesticulate  and  rehearse  aloud  before  a  nn'r- 
ror  for  his  perfection  of  voice  and  oratorical  manner. 

To  command  and  perfect  the  voice,  to  lingual ize  it  I 
may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  say,  is  a  wonderfully  dillicult 
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matter.  The  c-hjirai;(«^r  of  the  voice,  being  formed  in 
ehiklhood  and  youth,  -withcut  training,  becomes  so  fixed 
and  diflicult  of  change,  that  the  musician  and  orator  have 
an  unenviable  task  to  modulate,  cultivate  and  control  it, 
so  as  to  correct  the  errors  or  habits  of  early  life  to  meet 
the  demtmds  of  tiiste  and  oratorical  culture.  Professed 
elocutionists  were  then  unkno'.vii  in  our  colleges.  '\Miat 
en-ors  were  eradicated,  and  what  harmonies  and  refine- 
ments were  obtairxed,  depended  wholly  upon  the  early  ex- 
ertions of  the  young  men  to  perfect  and  make  agi-eeable 
that  important  requisite  in  a  public  speaker. 

Those  gentlemen  ran  a  similar  race,  quite  equally,  in 
the  same  courts,  with  friends  and  clients  from  the  same 
people,  whose  preferences,  admiration  and  support,  ^^th 
their  comparisons,  were  decisive  and  quite  unique,  as  they 
won  the  high  places  in  their  profession.  They  measured 
swords  with  each  other,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  hold  battle 
with  the  ablest  generals  in  the  legal  ranks.  They  all 
married  early  and  honoraldy,  and  took  upon  themselves 
the  amenities  of  social  life  and  the  responsibilities  of  the 
public  duties  of  citizens. 

After  a  few  years  of  devoted  service  in  their  profession, 
they  seemed  to  have  assumed  that  the  mere  practice  of 
the  law,  covering  controversies  al)out  debts,  bills  of  ex- 
change, action  of  trespass,  patent-rights,  real  estate  and 
insurance,  was  not  alibrding  the  amount  or  character  of 
mental  food  and  culture  they  hoped  for  and  desired.  The 
law  was  well  enough,  as  a  means  of  sui)poi*t,  and  opened 
a  limited  range  of  severest  thought  arid  responsi])ility, 
but  did  not  invite  or  reach  varied  learning  or  the  charms 
of  literary  culture.  They  allowed  themselves  to  be  sent 
to  the  Legislature,  but  found  anything  but  polite  litera- 
ture and  poetic  thought  in  making  laws  and  listening  to 
party  politics  and  local  remedies. 
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Choate  and  Cashing  were  Whigs,  but  Rantoul  was  a 
Democrat.  The  county  was  Whig,  and  held  under  the 
''Essex  Junto,"  ^vho  were  proud  of  their  young  Whigs 
and  ready  to  advance  them  at  every  opportunity,  while 
Ihmtoul's  following  was  small,  and  he  was  obliged  to  defy 
opposition  and  fight  all  along  the  line,  all  the  year  round. 

Still,  practising  Liw  as  the  main  chance  of  support,  they 
apparently  sought  other  and  more  enchanting  fields  for 
future  erudition. 

Mr.  Choate  devoted  liimself  more  exclusively  to  his 
profession  than  did  the  others.    In  harmony  with  the 
^    awakening  spirit  of  the  people  in  education  and  benevo- 
j    lence,  Mr.  Choate  wrote  and  delivered  his    Romance  of 
the  Sea,"  "Analysis  of  the  Waver ly  Novels,"  and  "Ips- 
!    wich  Centennial" ;  but  his  published  letters  and  papers 
j    show  that  his  earliest  and  best  intellectual  love  had  been 
'    driven  to  the  classics — to  Greek  and  Latin  literature  and 
I    philosophy.    This  intellectual  grace,  so  w^ell  known  to 
[    Mr.  Webster,  led  to  his  remark  to  Mr.  Choate,  while  in 
\    the  Senate  of  the  United  States  finding  his  Greek  books 
j    upon  the  table — "Well,  Mr.  Choate,"  said  Mr.  ^Vebster, 
1    "you  are  trae  to  your  instincts,  I  see."    Although  in 
{    the  legislature  and  both  houses  of  Congress,  he  did  not 
}    love  political  life.    He  m-ote  to  the  learned  President 
I    Marsh,  of  Burlinglon  College,  upon  his  election  to  Con- 
i    gi-ess — "Political  life  between  us,  is  no  part  of  my  plan, 
\    although  I  trust  I  shall  aim,  in  good  faith,  to  perform  the 
:j    duties  temporavUij  and  incidentally  thus  assigned." 
j       Mr.  Gushing  started  with  political  aspirations,  but  cul- 
I    tivated  statesmanship  in  its  enlarged  and  rather  unculti- 
j   vated  fields.    To  this  end  he  travelled  abroad,  and  turned 
/    his  attention  to  international  law  and  the  European  lan- 
\    oiia^es  as  an  opening  door  to  the  sources  of  that  branch 
of  legal  study.    He  became  profoundly  learned  in  the 
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law  of  naiions,  and  gained  perfect  command  of  the  most 
valuable  languages  of  Europe,  so  that  at  the  Geneva 
International  Court  between  the  United  States  and  Grctit 
Britain,  he  was  the  great  lawyer  of  tlie  occasion  and  the 
only  individual  who  could  speak  fluently  in  every  language 
represented  there.  He  became  unequalled  as  authority  in 
international  law  in  our  country,  and  has  left  impressed 
upon  our  puldic  documents  of  the  departments  in  AVash- 
ington  evidence  of  his  great  learning  and  power,  and  of 
the  confidence  given  to  his  opinions  upon  our  great  na- 
tiond  questions  under  several  different  administrations. 

Mr,  Eantoul  became  a  distinguished  Democratic  leader 
in  ]Massachusetts,  but  could  not  bring  up  the  party  to 
produce  the  l)est  fruits  of  the  legitimate  and  underlying 
principles  of  the  party.  He  believed  in  the  democracy 
which  would  confer,  in  f(ict,  equ.al  right  and  equal  free- 
dom ;  which  would  protect  against  oppression  and  injus- 
tice ;  he  Avould  insist  u})on  an  outgrowth  of  benevolence 
and  philanthropy ;  of  universal  education  and  advancing 
.civilization.  He  was  antislavery  in  senthnent  and  in 
favor  of  temperance — by  no  means  party  pets.  Upon 
the  politics  of  his  party  he  Avas  a  perfect  gladiator,  whose 
sword  gave  as  well  as  parried  blows,  and  his  rapid  and 
glowing  utterances  often  scarred  the  Whigs  deeply,  to  the 
great  gratification  of  his  party.  Social  infelicities,  from 
^Vhig  neglect  and  discourtesy,  polished  his  armor  and 
gave  zest  and  poignancy  to  every  skirmish  or  l)attle.  But 
when  he  came  to  a  discussion  of  the  great  public  move- 
ments in  temperance,  antislavery,  rights  of  workingmcn, 
general  benevolence  and  philanthrop}-,  his  elo(|uenre 
and  s^mipathies,  his  faith  and  confidence,  gave  great 
strength  and  progress  to  the  })hi]anthi-o})i.>ts  of  his  lime. 
He  was  with  ]Mann  and  Sunmer  on  education,  ]*ier[)ont, 
Grant  and  Sargent  on  tem})crance,  with  Garrison  and 


19 


Jackson  on  anlislavery.  The  reader  of  Lis  addrcs-os 
upon  the  topics  named  Avill  fmd  evidence  of  studies  as 
enclianting,  learning  as  recondite,  and  aims  as  gloriou-  as 
Choate  exliibited  in  his  .addresses,  or  Cushino:  in  his  in- 
ternational  Lnv. 
;  It  is  interesting  to  call  to  mind  the  puldic  services  ren- 
dered hy  the>e  men  up  to  the  time  of  the  death  of  Y\\. 
Ilantoul  in  1855  —  about  twenty-live  years  from  the  stnrt. 
All  had  fdled  seats  in  the  Legislature  of  ]Massachusetts 
and  in  the  United  States  House  of  Kepresentatives. 
Choate  and  liantoul  had  ])een  meml)ers  of  the  Uiiited 
I  States  senate.  Eantoul  had  ])ccn  United  States  district 
attorney  for  ^lassachusetts ;  Choate  had  been  attorney 
general  of  ]Ma.  sachusetts  and  Cushing  attorney  general 
of  tlie  United  States ;  he  had  also  l)een  commissioner  to 
China  and  judge  of  the  supreme  couii:  of  ^Massachusetts. 
Choate  had  been  one  of  the  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  * 
Institution  at  A\'asliington,  and  liantoul  had  been  a  men> 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  ^Shissachnsetts  and  col- 
*    lector  of  the  port  of  I^oston. 

Choate  lived  seven  yeiirs  after  the  death  of  Kantuul, 
and  Cashing  twenty  years  after  the  deatli  of  Choate. 
Each  died  suddenly,  unexpectedly,  and  in  full  posses>ion 
of  his  extraordin:u-y  powers  in  all  learning  and  at  the 
'    hio-hest  })oint  of  fame.    Xcithcr  mental  feebleness  nor 
:    physical  derangement  had  touched  either.    It  is  not  iny 
I   intention  to  elabor;ite  an  opinion  of  the  relative  or  indi- 
^idual  powers  and  clwracter  of  the  gentlemen,  their  dei)th 
'    or  breadth  of  learning  ;  their  ])rufessional  or  political  em- 
inence :  but  sunply  to  present  them  as  remarkable  in 
•  their  coincidences  of  parentage,  birth,  neighborhood,  pro- 
fession, harmony  and  sucec<s  in  liie*.  duties  and  responsi- 
:  hilities  — in  their  identical  rewards  in  i>ublic  hom)r<  and 
:  social  fi-iend.hips  and  conlidences,  and  al>o  a^  the  leadiiig 
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mem])ers  of  a  wonderful  group  of  youPig-  men  who  Avcre 
born  in  the  same  decade  and  in  the  same  county  ^vho^e 
names  I  am  yet  to  present  to  you. 

Mr.  Choate  has  left  ample  evidence  of  his  unlinppine>s 
that  his  life  had  been  so  entirely  engrossed  in  the  hiw  and 
political  matters  that  he  was  negieetiug  to  produce  and 
make  permanent  the  charms  and  fruits  of  liis  chorisiied 
scholarship.  With  much  sadness  at  our  loss  as  well  as 
his,  I  call  to  nnnd  his  anguish  of  spirit  that  the  hopo  of 
his  life  in  this  regard  failed.  He  liad  no  complaint  to 
make  that  friends,  clients  or  the  public  were  ungrateful 
in  the  char.icter  or  amount  of  honors  bestowed  upon  hiui, 
but  he  criticised  himself  that  he  had  been  so  unmindful 
of  his  richest  powders,  of  his  most  delightful  studies  and 
fondest  hopes,  that  his  name  and  fame  would  soon  pass 
a^vay  without  due  credit  for  his  best  nierits.  He  could 
not  leave  his  profession  ;  the  law  nmst  have  its  day  ;  and 
yet  he  coveted  the  pursuits  of  literature,  which,  dny  after 
day  and  year  after  year,  eluded  his  grasp.  I  give  you 
his  aspirations  in  this  regard  fully  and  pathetically  stated 
by  his  own  glowing  pen.  He  proposes  to  employ  his 
"vacations"  in  literary  amusements.  He  says  :  "I  have 
squandered  their  moments  away  in  desultory  reading  — 
mainly  of  approved  authors  —  often  much  of  the  grande.-t 
of  the  children  of  light  —  but  reading  without  methoil 
and  without  results.  I  would  arrest  these  moments.  1 
design  to  compose  a  collection  of  pai)ers,  which  I  shall 
call  'Vacations.'  They  shall  be  slowly  and  carefully 
written,  with  research  of  authors,  with  meditation,  with 
oTcat  attention  to  style.  I  call  them  'Vacations'  to  inti- 
mate that  the}'  are  the  fruits  of  moments  withdrawn  fr(.'m 
the  main  of  life's  idle  business  and  the  performances  of  a 
mind  whose  chief  energies  are  otherwise  exercised.  'J^iey 
VlVG  divers  intmitely  minute  particles  of  time, — half-hours 
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before  breakfast  or  after  dinner,  SaturdaA's  at  evenina', 
intervals  before  the  going  out  of  one  client  and  tlie  com- 
ing in  of  another."  And  in  another  place  he  says  :  'riie 
laAv\-er\s  vacation  is  the  space  between  tlje  question  put  to 
a  witness  and  liis  answer."  In  still  another  place  he  says  : 
^'Blessed,  rare,  fortuitous  days,  when  no  court  sits,  nor 
referee,  nov  master  in  chancery,  nor  conmiissioner,  nor 
legislati^'e  committee."  j\Ir.  Choale  was  pressed  with  his 
daily  legal  duties,  with  the  necessities  of  large  income, 
with  doubtful  health  and  increasing  fears  of  sudden  ina- 
bilit}'^  to  labor,  Avith  full  impression  that  he  might  never 
utilize  his  stores  of  learning  in  Greek  and  Eoman  litera- 
ture to  his  own  credit  or  the  benefit  of  scljolars,  and  il^at 
his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  and  statesman  was  not  the  re- 
ward he  had  sought,  tlie  reward  he  felt  he  ou^-lit  to  receive. 
He  knew  1)etter  than  his  friends  what  stores  of  leai'ning, 
whnt  imier  treasures  of  schoL'irship,  the  product  of  his 
earliest,  best,  invii]ci!>lc  love  of  the  classics  and  all  litera- 
ture would  be  lost,  if  he  did  not  hasten  in  his  etlbrts  to 
make  the  "vacations"  which  he  at  last  resolved  should 
give  him  suflicient  0|)[)ortunity  for  the  pvn'pose.  AVe  can 
imagine  his  agony,  ljut  we  cannot  appreciate  his  sorrow, 
that  he  had  not  accom})lished  his  purpose,  nor  our  loss 
that  he  was  not  spared  to  make  the  ei'ibrt. 

?>!r.  Cashing  lived  to  great  age,  enjoyed  great  good 
health,  pursued  his  chosen  held  of  mental  la])orwith  irre- 
pressilde  diligence  and  exce})tional  severity.  He  won  the 
oTcat  rewards  he  so  })ersistently  sought.  To  the  conunon 
law  practice  he  superadded  his  international  hnv  studies 
and  practice  till  he  reached  tlie  highest  ]'ank  in  le:n-nii^,g 
and  practical  judgment  among  tlie  eminent  men  in  civil 
and  international  law.  He  beca.me  a  skilful  diplomat, 
served  upon  embassies  and  |)ractised  e.\tensi\  ely  in  ijiter- 
national  courts  and  commissions.    A\'ithout  the  cares  of  a 
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family,  be  made  books  hh  cc3iipnnioDS  and  proforiiid  .-Ind- 
ies his  pastime. 

I  have  thus  given  yoii  ni}  veminiscenees  and  ini])res>ions 
of  these  three  distmguished  men,  for  the  purp(j>e  ci 
bringing  tlicm  together  before  the  public  mind  in  their 
relations  to  each  other;  in  their  coincidences,  their  simi- 
larities and  peculiai'ities  ;  iu  their  brilliancy  and  Ijreadth 
of  learning ;  in  their  seizing  and  hohling  ca[)tive  the  \vcn- 
derful  admiration  of  the  learned  and  imlearned,  the  wide 
country  over,  as  none  other  young  men  ever  did  or  poi- 
haps  ever  will ;  vronderful  from  the  college  to  the  grave  ; 
Avonderful  that  three  such  young  men  should  have  si.uiul- 
taneously  appeared  in  the  one  county  and  have  run  such 
a  distinguished  race.  Other  men  there  were  in  the  same 
county  who  commenced  life  during  the  same  period  and 
attained  great  distinction  and  usefulness.  They  sliould 
be  noticed,  that  the  extraordinary  roll  of  honor  oi'  the 
county  may  embrace  the  men  who  cultivated  oilier  iic-lds 
and  won  other  laurels,  that  the  group  of  distingui-licd 
men  of  the  county  at  that  period  ma}'  be  recogni/ct.i  in 
proud  companionship  in  bestowing  new  historic  ghiry 
upon  this  remarkable  county. 


WILLIAM  LLOYD  GAPvmSOX. 

I  now  present  you  the  name  of  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison, 
honi  in  Xewlmryport  in  ISO-i,  and  died  in  isT'b  Xow 
that  the  great  work  of  his  life  has  l)cea  trinni})hanlly 
completed  and  he  has  been  called  from  earth,  we  may  tall: 
of  him  Avithout  danger  of  criticism  as  tlie  most  (b>tin- 
guishcd  man  of  the  county  anvl  the  country ;  as  our 
American  AVilberforce  ;  our  agitator,  lihcniUn"  and  benev- 
olent philanthropist.  He  vras  at  lirst  a  })()(>r  boy  laborer : 
then  an  apprentice  to  a  shoemaker  aiid  after  to  a  printer. 
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Ilaving  gained  strong  im}-rcssiG)?s  of  vight  and  -svi-ong  lie 
early  adopted  tlio  c-aii;-e  of  the  slave.  There  ^va.<  an  al- 
most universal  apatliy  among  the  peo',;)]o  upon  the  oppres- 
sions of  slaveholder^,  and  in  awakejiing  the  pec)!)lr.  he 
brought  to  the  front  not  only  the  determined  op[)osition 
of  the  owners  of  the  slaves,  but  a  denial  of  his  rig] it  of 
speeeh  concerning  it.  He,  nevertheless,  in  the  midst  of 
great  ol)loquy  at  home  and  denunciation  at  tlie  South,  pur- 
sued his  labors  in  preaching  and  publishing  his  sentiments 
in  the  strongest  terms.  Churches  imd  halls  were  denied 
him ;  his  papers  were  thro^vn  out  of  the  mails ;  his 
presses  destroyed.  lie  was  threatened  with  violence, 
then  mobbed,  imprisoned.  Bounties  were  offered  for  his 
capture  or  his  head.  But  he  was  irrepressible,  determined 
and  aggressive.  He  proclaimed  that  his  "  country  was 
the  woidd  and  his  countrymen  all  mankind."  ''I  am  in 
earnest ;  I  will  not  eqlu^'0cate  ;  I  will  not  excuse  :  I  will 
not  relnict  a  siniide  inch,  a)id  I  will  be  heard."  ^Ve  all 
knovr  how  he  pursued  his  purposes,  how  he  kept  his 
promises,  how  the  whole  country  from  North  to  South 
Cjiiaked,  now  and  then,  under  his  movements.  How  the 
skies  reddened  and  storms  threatened.  Sumtei',  at  last, 
belched  her  fires ;  the  proclamation  of  freedom  to  the 
slave  echoed  from  IVashington,  and  Garrison  dropped 
his  armor  and  waited  patiently  to  retire  into  his  rest. 
^ye  may  search  our  country  o\'er,  enquire  by  telcgrai)h 
wire,  may  go  round  the  world  and  not  find  his  e(iual. 
He  forged  his  own  armor,  fouglit  Ids  own  battles  and 
sleeps  in  triumph  in  all  the  glorious  panoply  of  freedom 
and  philanthropy.  The  human  family  rejoices  in  the 
results  of  his  labors,  will  give  unwilling  e;ir  to  crilicisms 
upon  his  language  or  measures,  and  Avill  awai'd  liini  the 
glory  of  awakening  and  pressing  pubhc  sentiment  up  to 


24 


the  emancipatAon  of  '1,000,000  slaves,  find  to  the  en- 
forcement of  tUeir  frec.clom  hy  new  constitutional  pro- 
visions and  laws. 

WIIJLTAAI  JIICKIJXG  PPvESCOTT 

is  another  Essex  man,  althoo.gh  most  of  his  life  was  spent 
in  Bostoii.  He  was  born  in  Salem,  in  179<j,  and  must 
be  reclioned  among  tlie  group  of  extraordinarj'  men  of 
the  time  of  which  I  s]:)eak.  Under  his  embarrassment  of 
imperfect  vision  nnd  ill  health,  assisted  by  an  amanuensis 
and  readers,  he  produced  great  literary  and  historical 
excitement  in  reading  circles  in  all  countries,  and  made 
an  imperishable  reputation  as  a  historical  and  scholar. 
President  Sparks  said  of  him,  that  "no  historian,  ancient 
or  modern,  exceeded  him  in  the  depth  and  accuracy  of 
his  researches.*' 

WHITTIJ]R. 

My  next  is  the  poet,  Quaker,  and  philanthropist,  John 
Greenleaf  ^Miittier.  He  was  born  in  Haverhill,  in  1807, 
and  still  lives.  He  is  so  well  known  and  so  universally 
respected  and  beloved,  I  need  only  to  reckon  him  among 
the  celebrities  of  my  period  to  give  proper  estimation  of 
his  proud  life-work.  He,  too,  like  Garrison,  was  a  shoe- 
maker in  his  youth,  working  on  his  bench  in  the  winter 
and  on  the  firm  in  the  summer.  Other  notal)les  in  the 
county  were  also  of  that  craft.  Mr.  Bartlett,  the  gTcat 
merchant,  was  one,  and  the  minister  of  my  early  life, 
the  Eev.  Samuel  Hidden,  worked  at  that  trade  all 
through  college  became  one  of  the  great  ministers  of  Xrw 
Hampshire  and  fitted  young  men  for  college.  James  F. 
Otis,  nephew  of  the  Hon.  H.  G.  Otis,  while  reading  law 
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in  my  office,  foand  in  so/n«.^  7ie^s'spaper  a  piece  of  poetry 
Avliich  he  said  be  w  as  told  Imd  been  Tviitlcn  hy  a  shoe- 
maker-bov  in  Ilaverhil],  and  he  wished  to  i>'0  and  lind 
him.  Upon  his  return  he  told  me  he  found  the  young- 
man,  hy  the  name  of  AVhittier,  at  worir.  in  his  shoeshop, 
and  making  himself  laiown  to  him,  tliey  spent  the  day 
together  in  ^vandering  over  the  hills^  on  the  shore  of  the 
]\Ierrimac,  and  in  conversjUion  upon  literary  matters. 
The  next  year  he  heciime  an  editor.  Mr.  Whittier  is  not 
only  a  poet,  but  is  himself  a  poem. 

It  is  pleasant  to  call  up  the  distinguished 

NATHANIEL  IL4WTIIOTJXE, 

born  in  Salem  in  1804,  and  a  descendant  from  William, 
Avho  came  over  in  the  Arbclla  ^vith  Governor  AVinthrop. 
He  had  the  good  fortune  to  iiave  graduated  at  Bowdoin 
in  the  class  with  Longfellow  and  President  Pierce.  He 
early  turned  his  thoughts  to  literature,  but  drifted  along 
througli  various  public  oiSces,  and  became  the  author  of 
the  life  of  General  Pierce  to  make  his  classmate  known 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  ;  but  his  reputation 
was  obtained,  and  will  remain  in  history,  for  the  delight- 
fully agreeable  books  he  gave  the  Avorld  in  his  "  Scmdet 
Letter,"  the  ''House  of  the  Seven  Gables"  and  others, 
lie  died  in  18(34,  too  early  for  exhaustive  development 
of  his  fancy  or  his  culture. 

I  will  now  present  to  your  notice 

GEORGE  TEABODY, 

the  distinguiJied  merchant  and  princely  benefactor,  bom 
in  Danvers  (now  Peabody)  in  1795,  of  parents  distin- 
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guishod  for  lionor;il)lo  ancestry  rather  than  for  ahiindance 
of  money.  At  an  early  age  for  apprenticeship  he  left 
home  to  servo  in  a  grocery  store,  gro^Ying  in  inteliectual 
force  and  bravery,  and  l^ecame  somcAvhat  eminent  as  a 
mercliant  loeforo  lie  went  to  London.  Skilful,  careful, 
diligent,  fortunate  and  persistent,  his  accmnulations  were 
so  very  great  tliat  he  surprised  the  men  of  "wealth  in  all 
conntries  by  the  magniticence  and  variety  of  his  benefac- 
tions. ■NLiny  men  make  fortunes,  but  their  cluiracter  and 
fame,  nevertheless,  depend  upon  the  hajipeniwj  of  events 
and  of  the  surroundings  which  led  to  or  produced  results 
on  tlie  way  to  fortune.  Events  and  opportunities  qualify 
the  credit  to  be  given  to  the  person  who  amasses  wealtli. 
The  man  who  l)ecomes  rich  by  the  discovery  of  a  mine  of 
gold,  silver  or  oil  upon  his  land,  is  ^vithout  the  credit  of 
devising  the  ways  and  means  of  conducting  an  enterprise 
of  commerce,  of  internal  improvements  or  manufactures 
to  the  acquisition  of  a  like  fortune.  Mr.  Pcai)ody  per- 
formed, personally  and  l)y  direction,  the  hard  Li])or  in  the 
accumulation  of  his  large  fortune,  and  in  maintaining  all 
due  mercantile  integrity.  His  great  character  and  fame 
come  from  his  self-denying,  lal)orious  life,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  his  money  to  benevolent  and  useful  purposes. 
He  established  no  fancy  institution  or  personal  dogmas, 
lie  started  with  the  poor  and  lal)oring  chisses  in  London 
and  closed  wilh  his  endorsements  of  the  fine  arts,  and 
dropped  money  in  large  pacivages  all  tlie  way  from  the 
one  to  the  other.  He  gave  his  thousands  and  millions  all 
over  his  native  country  to  promote  education  in  all  prog- 
ress of  knowledge,  from  the  X  B  C  literature  to  tlie  col- 
lege. He  planted  libraries  ;  he  built  churches ;  opened 
museums.  Nothing  evanescent  or  exceptionable — -ever}" 
dollar  in  every  place  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  seemed 
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to  be  most  needy,  or  for  the  higlicst  and  best  culture  of 
the  inti'llccl  of  the  j^eoplc  for  years  and  centuries  to  come. 
Marvellous  man  I  in  that  while  living  lie  so  conquered  his 
love  of  acquisition  and  of  money  that  lie  divided  his  for- 
tune in  large  siuns,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  luxury  of 
seeing  tlie  good  it  would  do  and  the  hjippiness  it  wovdd 
create.  He  has  left  on  the  historic  page  his  n-nne  to  his 
native  town,  county,  >Late  vnd  nation,  as  the  truly  benev- 
olent man  of  his  ai?e. 

AVILLI-UI  WIJEELAVllIGIIT, 

a  Xewbr.ryport  man,  also  of  the  same  period — a  mer- 
chant, commercial  adventiu'er,  and  an  enterprising  ex- 
plorer—  single-handed,  introduced  steam  navigation  along 
the  coasts  of  South  America,  and  railways  from  city  to 
city,  and  across  the  plains  and  over  the  mountains  of  the 
interioi" ;  introduced  water  and  gas  into  Valparaiso.  He 
threw  light  and  life  into  couunerce  and  industrial  interests, 
and  moral  force  into  South  America,  so  that  his  name  will 
mark  an  historical  period  in  the  development  of  that  ^'ast 
and  important  country. 

MK.  riiiLLirs. 

j  I  might  call  upon  you  to  weep  afresh  over  the  sad 
disaster  upon  the  St.  Lav/rence  river,  causini>-  the  loss  of 
Hon.  Stephen  C.  Phiili[)s,  of  Salem,  the  elegant  gentle- 
man, scholar,  philanthropist,  and  slatcsman;  seven  years 

i    in  our  own  Legislature  and  four  years  in  Congress,  mayor 

;  of  the  city,  tilling  every  oillcc  with  graceful  address  and 
great  ability.  1  well  renieuiber  the  shudder  of  the  best 
■  aifections  of  the  communitv  at  the  burnino:  of  the  steamer 
^Montreal,  the  sorrow  and  desolation  felt  by  all  classes  of 

f    people  at  his  sad  death. 
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COKXELIUS  C.  FELTOX. 

I  mu^t  also  remind  yoa  that  Cornelius  C.  Felton,  late 
president  of  Harvard  and  one  of  ber  best  Greek  scholars 
and  promising  men  in  all  scholarship,  was  horn  in  AVest 
Xewbury,  in  1807.  UnrivaUed  in  his  diligence  in  pressing- 
forward  the  interests  of  education,  he  was  author  and 
compiler  of  many  classical  books,  and  became  greatly 
distinguished  for  his  erudition  and  his  literary  powers. 

LEOXAIID  WOODS.  ,  : 

In  this  same  town,  too,  was  born  the  second  Leonard 
Woods,  late  president  of  Bowdoin  College,  of  about  the 
same  age  —  son  of  the  learned  Prof.  Leonard  AVoods,  so 
long  connected  A\-ith  the  Andover  Theological  Seminary. 

MISS    IIAXXAII  F.  GOULD. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  ^liss  Gould  amonii;  the 
celebrities  of  this  period  ;  although  ])orn  in  Lancaster,  she 
passed  mo.^t  of  her  life  in  Xewburyport.  She  contri])uted 
brilliancy  and  Avit  to  the  literary  coterie  of  those  famous 
d4}"s  in  the  town.  She  electrified  the  ladies  and  delighted 
scholars  v.-itli  the  beauty,  simplicity  and  purity  of  her. 
poems,  as  volume  after  volume  appeared.  Her  advent  as 
a  poete-s  was  rather  a  surprise  in  that  period  of  American 
literature,  ller  wit  and  sportivencss  were  none  the  less 
acceptalde,  because  of  the  gTave  and  religious  sentiment 
which  gave  great  charm  to  her  poetrj'.  The  roguishness 
given  to  frost  and  her  ej)itaj)hs  upon  her  young  acquain- 
tances brouglit  also  early  into  notice  and  admiration  her 
gayety  of  imagination  and  playful  keenness  of  poetic 
satire.    As  her  epit:!phs  had  no  public  recognition,  and 
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have  mostly  dropped  from  memory,  I  may  he  excu:?ed 
for  recalling  one  :  — 

"Lay  aside,  all  ye  dead  I 

For  in  the  next  bed 
Reposes  the  a>hes  of  Cnsliiug. 

He  crowilcd  his  way 

Thi'ouiih  the  Avorkl,  as  they  say, 
And,  perhaps,  now  he's  dead  he'll  be  pushing." 

OTHERS. 

I  can  onh'  name  other  gentlemen  of  the  same  period 
"whose  eminence  is  admitted,  many  of  Avliom  still  live  to 
enjoy  the  honors  of  hitcllectaal  powers  and  lionorahle  at- 
tainments. Iicv.  Dr.  Stephen  li.  Tyng ;  Bishop  Thos. 
M.  Clark,  of  Ehode  Inland :  liev.  Ih-of.  A.  P.  Pealiody ; 
George  Lunt,  journalist,  poet  and  scholar;  Gen.  Henry 
K.  Oliver;  lion.  Judge  Lord;  II.  I.  Bowditch,  novr 
of  Boston  ;  Henry  AVlieatland  ;  Bev.  Dr.  xVdams,  late  of 
Boston  ;  Judae  J.  C.  Perkins,  and  Dan'l  P.  King,  some 
a  little  later  than  my  deciide,  hut  men  of  such  distinction 
that  I  he^'  leave  to  name  them  in  this  list. 

The  men  I  have  thus  noticed  and  named,  3^ou  "will  rc- 
memher,  were  *young  men  in  182G,  about  my  own  age, 
and  for  a  dozen  years,  v.hile  resident  in  the  county,  vrere 
my  acquaintances,  or  v.itiiiu  my  knowledge  hy  their  life- 
work  since  ;  nnd  I  have  thus  presented  to  you  these  fresh 
memories  of  them,  that  you  may,  with  me,  now  that  most 
of  them  have  left  us,  call  to  mind  their  great  reputation 
and  the  great  honor  they  have  conferred  upon  this 
historic  county.  I  would  fain  hope  my  reminiscences  of 
them  will  be  as  agreeable  to  you  as  they  have  been 
grateful  i\nd  pleasant  to  uie. 
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